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A doctoral student, Alberto Goyena,

who has been visiting our department in Aberdeen, is working
with demolition crews who blow up large buildings or blocks of
flats when they are no longer habitable. He explained to me that in
order to demolish a large building the first thing you have to do is
to reinforce it, to strengthen it using concrete and steel, because an
ordinary building is so flexible that if you try to blow it up, it will
merely bend a little this way and that. It only falls if it is absolutely
rigid. So you have to strengthen it first, and with this strengthening
the building could actually last another fifty years. Thus although
we might not be able to see it, all buildings are moving, in relation
particularly to the wind, perhaps also due to movements of the
ground. And I suppose that one development in architecture over
the course of history has been that buildings become less and less
flexible, which means that they are increasingly vulnerable to

earth tremors. Thus earthquakes in modern times are much more
destructive than they would have been in the ancient times, even

in Japan. Since Japanese architecture was mainly wooden, the main
problem with earthquakes was fire rather than building collapse.
Most traditional building techniques were apparently quite flexible,
acknowledging that buildings are not set on a solid base, but in a
world of living earth, soil, wind and weather.
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